her in a crumpled heap on the beach. As he returns to the brush house, a group of
hostile men confronts him and tries to take the pearl from him. He fights the men
off, killing one and causing the rest to flee, but drops the pearl in the process.

As Juana ascends from the shore to the brush house, she finds the pearl lying in the
path. Just beyond, she sees Kino on the ground, next to the dead man. He bemoans
the loss of the pearl, which she presents to him. Though Kino explains that he had
no intention to kill, Juana insists that he will be labeled a murderer. They resolve
to flee at once. Kino rushes back to the shore to prepare the canoe, while Juana
returns home to gather Coyotito and their belongings.

Kino arrives at the shore and finds his canoe destroyed by vandals. When he climbs
the hill, he sees a fire blazing, and realizes that his house has burned down.
Desperate to find refuge, Kino, Juana and Coyotito duck into Juan Tomas’s house,
where they hide out for the day. Relieved that the three did not perish in the
blaze, as the rest of the neighborhood believes, Juan Tomas and his wife, Apolonia,
reluctantly agree to keep Kino and Juana’s secret and provide shelter for them
while pretending to be ignorant of their whereabouts.

At nightfall, Kino, Juana, and Coyotito set out for the capital. Skirting the town,
they travel north until sunrise and then take covert shelter by the roadside. They
sleep for most of the day and are preparing to set out again when Kino discovers
that three trackers are following them. After hesitating briefly, Kino decides that
they must hurry up the mountain, in hopes of eluding the trackers. A breathless
ascent brings them to a water source, where they rest and take shelter in a nearby
cave. Kino attempts to mislead the trackers by creating a false trail up the
mountain. Kino, Juana, and Coyotito then hide in the cave and wait for an
opportunity to escape back down the mountain.

The trackers are slow in their pursuit and finally arrive at the watering hole at
dusk. They make camp nearby, and two of the trackers sleep while the third stands
watch. Kino decides that he must attempt to attack them before the late moon
rises. He strips naked to avoid being seen and sneaks up to striking distance. Just
as Kino prepares to attack, Coyotito lets out a cry, waking the sleepers. When one
of them fires his rifle in the direction of the cry, Kino makes his move, killing the
trackers in a violent fury. In the aftermath, Kino slowly realizes that the rifle shot
struck and killed his son in the cave.

The next day, Kino and Juana make their way back through town and the outlying
brush houses. Juana carries her dead son slung over her shoulder. They walk all the
way to the sea, as onlookers watch in silent fascination. At the shore, Kino pulls
the pearl out of his clothing and takes one last, hard look at it. Then, with all his
might, under a setting sun, he flings the pearl back into the sea.



